FIRST DISCUSSION TO RESPOND TO: 

“No one living
has ever seen me act like this before;
for I have never groaned at my misfortunes
till now, when I have proved myself a woman. 
“Come now, approach and stand beside your father;
behold how I have suffered from my hardships.” – Women of Trachis
“But we, since we must die, we should not die
consumed by fire, letting our enemies [ekhthroi] laugh at us: 285
to me death is a better evil [kakon];
and to the honor of our house we owe much.” – Herakles 
              The passages above are taken from Sophocles Women of Trachis and Euripides Herakles and each tells a different story about a portion of Herakles’ life. Although the two interpretations are different, they are unique together because they are primarily centered around Herakles wife, which was unusual for the time period. Plays and stories primarily told stories of male heroes at this time, who Herakles was, but each of these did not focus on the doings of Herakles himself. The first passage is taken from the Women of Trachis play and references Herakles’ agony as he slowly and painfully is killed by a poisonous robe, unintentionally given to him by his wife. The passage is a terrific example of glory and Herakles accomplishments throughout his life as he screams that no human alive has ever seen him show pain and agony such as this. He has never groaned at his misfortunes because he has been so successful in his conquests he has not ever given an enemy the chance to see him in pain such as this. The second passage is from Euripides’ Herakles and is in reference to Herakles wife and children as they have been captured by an enemy and face death and torture as they are about to be burned alive. However, Herakles wife says she refuses to be killed in such a manner as it would allow their enemy to see them in so much pain, laughing at them. She thinks this way because their family has achieved so much glory and honor that the thought of an enemy causing them pain and suffering is unthinkable. She states that they owe much to the honor of their house and she says that if they must die it will not be by suffering like burning alive in front of their enemies. The passages are comparable because each is a sufficient example of the glory Herakles has achieved throughout his life and how it has caused he and his family to be regarded by others and themselves. 




SECOND DISCUSSION TO RESPOND TO: 

[bookmark: _GoBack]From Euripides’ Herakles
Ah! I breathe, I see, what I should see,
the air, the earth, and these rays of the sun. 
As on tumultuous waves and tempests my mind [phrên]
whirls and heaves. My breath is hot,
Deep, and irregular, not right in its rhythm.
Look, why am I like a moored ship,
With cords around my youthful chest and arms, 
Why to this shattered pillar am I bound?
And I have corpses lying nearby.
My winged arrows are scattered on the ground, and my bow
which before would hang by my side
 
From Sophocles’ Women of Trachis
Eurystheus lay so great a burden on me
as this one which the false-faced child of Oeneus
has fastened on my back - a binding net
woven by furies, in which I am dying.
Glued to my sides, it eats my flesh away
deep down within, and dwells inside my lungs
choking my breath: already it has drunk
my fresh warm blood and wasted my whole body,
binding me with unutterable chains.
And yet, no spearman on the battlefield,
no earth-born troop of Giants, no wild beast,
nor Greece, nor any foreign land which I
purged in my wanderings, could do this to me!
A woman - weak, not masculine by nature -
alone, without a sword, has vanquished me!
 
 
 
For my selection this week I have chosen hubris to analyze.I have focused on two passages where we find Herakles near death and bemoaning his fate. In the Euripides lines Herakles is first speaking that he is still breathing as though surprised. He then mentions that his mind whirls and heaves.His breathing deep and irregular! He is dying and does not know why and is wondering how he came to this point. He is bound with no escape, his weapons lying around him along with corpses. Opposingly Sophocles has Herakles dying, bound by a net and being consumed by furies. Herakles continues that no troop, nor beast nor giant has felled him but rather a woman! This to me is the striking difference in the two passages here.One the hero is dying and seems to be only concerned with just that, his death.In the other the hero is, even in his last moments, bothered by the fact that a woman has brought him down. To me this of interest because I am surprised that an author of the times would take such a positive take on the strength of women.I see this as an obvious attempt to show women in a strong light, this is something that is very infrequently found in historical writings. Euripides’ meanwhile takes a much more typical stance that one of the stoic hero.This illustrates two different hubris takes for Herakles in my understanding.


